What’s New 
HumanWare Companion Version 3.3 for Windows
For use with Victor Reader Stream and ClassMate Reader
Release Notes

1 Installation

The latest release of the HumanWare Companion software for Windows is version 3.3. It is available for free download on the Stream support page at:

http://www.humanware.com/stream_software 

The HumanWare Companion supports both of the HumanWare digital talking book players: Victor Reader Stream and ClassMate Reader. The ClassMate Reader is a DAISY and MP3 player with an interactive touch screen. It is designed for people with learning disabilities who can benefit from seeing the text displayed while listening to the corresponding audio. It also has a built-in talking dictionary and many other features designed to help people with learning or reading disabilities. To find more information about the ClassMate Reader visit:

http://www.humanware.com/en-canada/products/copy_of_learning_disabilities/_details/id_107/Classmate_reader.html
To install HumanWare Companion, download the executable (EXE) file from the above link and run this file. If you are installing for the first time, the HumanWare Companion Installation procedure will ask you to select from a list of available languages and ask you to accept the license agreement. You will also be asked if you want a Complete or Custom installation. Select "Complete" to install for the Stream. If you are using the ClassMate Reader you may select "Custom" to allow you to customize the Companion for that player. However, after installation you also have the ability to change either the language or player choices using the Options item of the Companion Tools menu.
After installing, you can run the program by selecting the HumanWare Companion icon on your desktop. 

The HumanWare Companion is optional software to support the Stream or the ClassMate Reader. There is no need to install this software unless you need its functionality. The features and changes for the new version are listed below.

2 New Features

· The Companion interface now supports Eastern European and Asian languages
· Check for HumanWare Companion Update: This is a new Help menu item you can use to check if your Companion software is up to date. If it is not up to date you can activate the Install New Version button to download and install the latest version.

· Check for Stream Update: This new Help menu item will check if your Stream player software is up to date. Connect your Stream to your computer or insert your Stream SD card into your computer’s SD slot. Then launch the Companion and select "Check for Stream Update" on the Help menu. A dialog will appear and display your current Stream version. If your Stream is not up to date, activate the Install New Version button to download the latest software and transfer it to your Stream SD card.  Then put the card back in your Stream, power it on, and the new software will be installed. Please note: For the current Stream version 3.2 software (or earlier) the Companion will indicate that the Stream version is unknown. However, you may still use this new feature of Companion to update your Stream when HumanWare releases the next Stream version.

· Auto Detect DAISY CD: If you have the Companion Talking Books window open and then insert a DAISY CD, the Companion will automatically show the list of titles on that CD. You can then select the books you want to transfer from the CD. When finished transferring, just eject the CD and Companion will return to the previous list of books on your computer.

· Search Other Locations: If the Talking Books location on your PC has no books, Companion will offer to search in other locations. If you activate the Search button, Companion will look for Talking Books in these 3 folders: My Documents, then Downloads, then desktop. The first of these 3 folders that has a book will be set as your default folder.
· Transfer Authorization Files (KXO): If you receive a KXO authorization file on your computer you can use this new Tools Menu item to transfer the KXO book authorization file to the root of your SD card. 
· Convert DOC files: If your MS Word program is older than version 11 (Office 2003) then the Companion will transfer Word documents as txt files. If you have Word 2003 or later then Word DOC files will transfer as html files. 
· PC Files Locations: The PC Files locations you currently have set for each bookshelf on the Transfer menu will be carried forward into this new version of Companion. You will not need to reset the paths after installation.
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